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ILLUSTRATION OF 2 THES. I. 9. 


¢ WWho shall be punished with everlasting destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
his power.” 


(Concluded from page 50.) 


To account for the punishment of the Jews 
in the text quoted from Jeremiah, and in the 
oue under consideration, being called everlast- 
ing, is not difficult. 

Ist. It is beyond all fair debate, that the 
term everlasting was used among the Jews to 
express a limited, and sometimes a very short 
period of time. ‘The fact is, so notorious and 
so generally admitted, that we deem it useless 
to enter into a formal proof of it. We recom- 
mend it tu the man who doubts the fact, to give 
his Bible a careful reading through, then let 
him doubt, if he can. 
of him if he finds the word everlasting used 
and applied to punishment signifying endless 
duration, he will be kind enough to communi- 
cate this for our information. ‘The question 
is not, how Christians have understood this 
word for ages past, but how did the Jews un- 
derstand it? 

2d. ‘The Jews, were punished several times 
with destruction from the presence of the Lord. 
They were. once driven from Judea, and the 
worship of God at Jerusalem, and were seventy 
yearsin captivity in Babylon. But let it be 
particularly noticed, that though this is a long 
time comparatively, yet it is never called in 
scripture an everlasting destruction or punish- 
ment. No, the word everlasting is applied to 
the punishment of the Jews, which began at 
the destruction of their City and Temple. It 
has already continued nearly eighteen hundred 
years. All this time they have been punished 
with destruction from the presence ot the Lord. 
In the Jewish sense of the word everlasting, it 
may well be applied to this punishment of 
their’s, if their punishment was now to end. 
But how long it is yet to continue is known 
only toGod. ‘Thatitis to end, is not doubted 
by any Christian, and shews, that thous 
term everlasting is expressly a 


ty endless duration. ‘lo be consistent, every 
believer in the doctrine of endless misery ought 
to believe, that the present temporal punish - 
mentof the Jews is to have no end, because 
the term everlasting is applied to it; and he 
ought also to believe, many things to be endless 
in duration already ended, because the word 
everlasting is applied to them. 

Sd. This punishment of the Jews called 
everlasting and perpetual by the Prophet, and 
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everlasting destruction from the presence of 
the Lord by Paul, ts called so, with propriety, 
if we duly consider the following. The Jews 
have not only been cast out of the land of Ju- 
dea, and from the Temple worship there, and 
dispersed among all nations for nearly eigh- 
teen hundred years, but by their unbelief of 
mind, exclude themselves from God’s presence 
in their dispersion. ‘The Christian Church is 
now God’s house, as is evident from the New 
Testament. His presence is enjoyed by all 
who believe in Jesus. But how few of the Jews 
have ever returned to the presence of the Lord, 
in his worship and service prescribed in the 
New Testament. Afterall the exertions made 
to convict them to the faith of Christ, it ts lit- 
tle else than lost labor. God has concluded 
them all in unbelief. The veil still remains 
on their hearts, and al} attempts to remove it 
have proved abortive. They are an everlasting 
reproach, and a perpetual shame among all the 
vations of the earth. What nation since the 
creation of the world, has ever suffered so long 
a destruction as they have done, yet remained 
a distinct and numerous people. And what 
nation under the whole heaven, has ever like 
them enjoyed such means of knowledge, and 
yet remained a blinded and unbelieving people? 
But God has not forgotten his covenant, and 
as certainly as he has concluded them all in 
unbelief, so certainly is he to have mercy up- 
onall. At what time their everlasting de- 
struction is to end I know not; but it is toend: 
and should it end to-morrow, the time it has 
continued, fully and scripturally justifies the 
word everlasting being applied to it. 

We have now considered this passage in 
connexion with its context; and would ask, 
What part of it proves the doctrine of endless 
misery in a future state of existence? The 
persons to be punished, and the time of their 
punishment forbid such an interpretation. The 
phrase presence of the Lord, from which they 
are punished, or the term everlasting applied to 
it, allurds it no support, but in the strongest 


h the | inanner confirms the views which have been 


ak 2 ae applied to ity) advanced. Nor does the term destruction aid 
yet they do not in this case believe it to signi-| 


it, fer we have seen from 2 Kings xii. 33, quo- 
ted above, that the term desfroy is used when 


| speaking of the temporal punishment of the 





Jews, and One similar to that they are now en- 
during, and by which no one ever thought that 
God meant either their endless misery or antni- 
hilation. 

We shall now notice any objections which 
have occurred, or have beea started by others, 


against the interpretation we have given of 


this passage. It has been objected, 
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the Christians at Thessalonica, suffer this tem-' 


poral punishment, seeing they lived so far dis-' the Lord’s gracious presence. 





Ist. How could the Jews, who persecuted that nothing i is said in the passage about the 


As little is said in it about 


judgment day. 
Both of these 


tant from Jerusalem? ‘To this I answer, that if; things are perfectly gratuitous assumptions, 


they had lived at the north pole, it could make | 
no difference in the case,nor affect the interpre- 
tation which has been given. This is easily} 
perceived by consideri ing, that when Jer usalem | 
was destroyed, the Jews who dwelt there, in 
Judea, or in any part of the world, were hence- 
forth banished Judea, and dispersed among all: 
nations. From that day to this, and how much) 
longer God only knows, they have been with-| 
out : a Temple, 
a Sacrifice. The few Jews who have lived at. 
Jerusalem since, have not enjoyed the presence | 
of the Lord there. Judea is not now the land 
of the Jews. ‘The symbols of the divine glory, 
are not now beheld, nor is even the ancient site 
of their temple certainly known. 


le, and drag out a miserable and wretched life, 
in hopeless expectation, that their Messiah is 
yet tocome. Though all the Jews then did 
not suffer the dreadful calamities of the siege 
of Jerusalem, being at a distance from it 
at the time, yetall of them wherever they lived, 
were punished with everlastlIng destruction 
from the presence of the Lord, as stated in our 
interpretation of the above passage. 
But | may add, that the probability is, that 
a great part of the Jews even suffered in the 
calamities of the siege of Jerusalem. 


city,and they could not escape—Of this Jose- 
phirs eives an account. Even admitting, that 
a great many of the Jews were not present at 
Jerusalem, it is evident also from the same his- 


torian, that they in different parts of the Ro-, 


man empire suffered great distress and miser y. 
Hut whether present or absent, from that pe- 
riod as a nation they were punished with de- 
struction from the presence of the Lord, and 
the everiasting duration is not yet ended. 

2d. It has been objected to the view given, 
that it gives to the word everlasting a limited 
signification.—This is very freely admitted, 
and who will not admit, that this term is often 
used in seripture :o express a limited period of 
timer Yea who will deny but that we have, 
shewn above, that the term ev erlasting Is ap- 
plied to the temporal pomsenaneets of the Jews 
and to the very punishment which they as a! 
Pretec are now suffering? ‘That the term ever- 
asting is often used to yeas. igheiag a limited per iod 
of time, is so obvious and so generally admit-_ 
ted that this objection deserves no further an- 
swer. 

Ql. tt has been objected to the views ad- 
vanced, that to be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the Lord, 
means from the Lord’s gracious preseice at the 
Judgment day. In answer to this I observe, 


‘without an Altar, and without, 


lf any of 
them choose to live there, it is only to weep! 
over the long desolations of their city and tem-) 


This took. 
. 

place at the time of the feast, when the Jews 
were gathered from all places there to w orship. | 
While there the Roman army surrounded the, 


and do not deserve a moment’s attention. We 


ave shewn by ane xamination of the se ripture 


usage of the phrase presence of the Lord, the 
meaning of this phrase in the passage consid- 
‘ered: and we call on any man to shew usa 
‘single instance, where this phrase gr acious pre- 
sence occurs, or even where presence of the 
Lord refers to God’s gracious presence at the 
judgment day. Unless this can be done, such 
assertions must go to prove, that the doctrine 
of endless misery cannot be established from 
‘this por tionof God's word. 

4th. It may be further objected, that, “ the 
view | have given of the passage does not agree 
with the c oming of © hrist mentioned im chapter 
i. 1, of this epistle. In it, the apostle speaks ot 
the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ at the day 
of Judgme ‘nt, yet you have interpreted his com 
ing in the first “chapter ,as referring to his 
coming at the destruction of Jerusalem. Will 
you not allow that both comings are the same ©” 
Thave no occasion to deny in support of my 
views, that both comings are one and the same 
coming of Christ. Ladmit it. What then 
follows? It follows, that those who say the 
coming of Christ, (chapter 1. 1) is his coming 
vat the day bd og. este y ought to prove this to 
be true. Until this is proved, it can form no 
objection to the view I have given of Christ’s 
coming in the preceding ch: apter. It could be 
shewn that the coming of Christ in chapter 1 
l,is the same as that in chapter i—Those 
who feel inclined to see this proved at length, 
and in a rational and scriptural manner, may 
consult Whitby on the whole of ¢ hapteru. It 
is worthy of notice, that he considers the com- 
ines of Christ in the two chapters, different. 
| hat i in the first he explains of Christ’s coming 
at the day of Judgme mt, one that in the second 
of his coming at the destruction of Jerusalem. 
lf my view of Christ’s coming, mentioned in 
chapter i i, be correct, Whitby contirms what I 
jhave said in his explanation of chapter second. 
The last of these chapters he very fully ex- 
plains, but the first he very slightly passes 
over, as may be seen by any one w ho chooses 
toconsult him. On the first he gives us afew 
assertions about the me: ining of the che ipter, 
on the se ‘cond he produces facts and evidences 
‘for his views, which until refuted, this objection 
requires no further answer. 

‘To conclude: Were we fully persuaded that 

the doctrine of endless misery was a doctrine 
tar wht 1 in scripture, until -omething appears to 
invalidate the evidence we have “stated, we 
‘could never quote the passage we have been 
‘considering i in proof of it. As wedo not very 
‘soon expect to see as much evidence produced 
proving that it does teach this doctrine, as has 
been adduced that it does not, we w ould sug- 
gest the following cautions which we do from 
past experience. 
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Ist. We caution those whe beliawe in n the |" hole race sof oauied Gou yave theina righ- 
doctrine of endless misery, not to be so dogmat- | teous law, proceeding from his eternal, immu- 
ical and positive ‘as they sometimes are,that this | table justice, which justice immutable as it is, 
and the other passages clearly and decidedly | declares, that if they eat they shall die tempo- 
teach it. Ata former period of my life L have! rally, die spiritually, and suffer the pains of hell 
quoted this text in proof of the doctrine, and | forever. ‘They have eaten! and the eternal, 
have preached from it as a passage full and ex-! immutable justice of Jenovan has pronounced 
plicit on the subject. ‘To my shame I now | their sentence. Whatisit? Answer, Adam, 
coufess my former ignorance of God’s word, | and all the millions of our race, shall die tem- 
and thus publish ny ‘shame to the world. = If) porally and spiritually, and suffer the pains of 
it be the means of teaching any man diflidence, hell for ever. Where now is the least ray of 
modesty, and caution in his proofs of doctrine, hope, for one of the guilty condemned race ? 
or any preacher to be more careful about wh: at | Will the eternal Je hovah “suffer the sentence 
he preaches to others, L shall not count my la-| which his eternal justice has pronounced, to be 
bor lost. “Phe passage is confidently « uoted, revoked? Much less willhe himself consent to 
to prove the endless misery of all the wic ked |become an accessary toa plan, by wiiclt the 
ina future state of existence. We leave it to, most rebellious of the apostate race shall es- 
the sober judgment of every candid man to, cape unpunished, transpor ted to the regions 
say, If we have not shewn, that the proof it af-|of eternal bliss, and live in his pr-sence for- 
fords is only in the sound of words to which a! ever the everlasting monuments of the imbe- 
false idea has been attached, which when the/cility of his government, and inefliciency of 
scripture usage of them 1s fai ly examined, af-| his laws. 
fords it ne support, butis at variance withit. | The great Calvia has devised the plan, by 
Ld. We caution all those who de ‘ny the doc-: which all this is effected, which planhe c: ilis. 
Gospel, Wearhim. ‘The eternal Son of God 
in their faith, from their opponents adducing now steps forth and addresses the Eternal Fa- 
‘ome texts which have the appearance of pro- ther. Father T know and acknowledge thy 
ving it. ‘The text we have been considering, law which thou gavest to man, to be just and 
Was one, Which, with the writer fora long time, righteous, and the sentence thou hast pro- 
prevented hin from embecacine his present hounced upon them has procecded upon the 
views. ‘Though he saw any thin as In favor princip les of thine ete ‘rnal justice, they, do in- 
at Universal Happiness, yet this with some deed desea ve to suffer death and the pains of 
Patient hell forever. But [have set ny love upon a 
select few of them, who are the most vileot all 
this, and the very texts which preve nted his. the fallen posterity 3 ; and such is wy iove tor 
belief, now confirm lila in the sentiments he them, that Jam willing to suffer, ii MY Own 
| perso, all their deaths, and all the ir pains of 
\FIER TRULH. hell leveve r, in their room and stead. And 
theu knowest, fam able to do this; for | am 





trine of endless misery, from being stagee red 


other texts were a diliene nit aspect. 
mvVestivation ofthe sei ipture shas pow removed 


bas etubraced, 
AN INQUIRER 


= . ‘ 
or — like thyself; Lamas truly and properly God, 
FROM Till Ne ¥-) GOSPEL HERALD. , : 
NAKED © \ nef as thou art; aud can therefore suffer a small 
NAKE LV INEISM, space of time, as much as the y can all sutter 


Mi. Editor,—. Ls the doctrine of John Calvin should they endure the pane ot heli to all etet- 
has been so jong, and by so great a portion of nity. Pertectly acce ptabi e, ‘plies the Father. 
iin brethren of the buman family, received as’ Lam well pleased, for | Led love a few, and 

ae doctrine ol truth, and of the Bible, bt feel it they are the same that thou luvest, and thou 
ad ity, Which a Gesire Wo increase the hap )pi- hast manifested thy oreat wisdom in the plan 
Hess Ul ny feliow men urges me to perform, to! thou hast proposed in which Lpertectly accord. 
sulicit their candid, and, it possible, their un-) ‘Thou hast acknowledged my sen tence just ; 

prejudiced attention to the foundation and su-! the whole race, without an exception, have, by 
peisiructure of that system in its native dress; the act of their head and representative, become 
stripped ofall the soplisims with which it is) so infinitely vile and guilty, baving ail coim- 
usually disguised Ly its advocates ‘mitted an injinite sin, in him their head, eter- 

Ist. Calvinisin declares, that all men fell in nal justice and equity declares they ouglit to 
Adam, so that the y became justly liable to sufier death, and the pains of hell forever. It 
death temporal, de ‘ath spiritual, and death eter-| is however a truth, that the ends of eternal 
nal. It declares, that the eternal, immutable | justice will be as fully answered if anothe: be- 
justice uf God, annexed this penalty to the law | ing shall suffer in their room and stead ; for it 
he gave to Adam, commanding him not to eat) is no way essential whether the = who suf- 
of the tree of knowledge of good and evil; that] fers be the guilty, or the innocent! It is all- 
both Adain and all his posterity became justly li-| suiticient to satisty my law and justice, that so 
able to death temporal and spiritual, and to the} much pain and torment may be witnessed in 


pains of hell for ever, by that one rebellious) the party suffering, without any regard to his 
act. sullt or innocence. And if you, my Son, my 


l.et us now inquire into and examine the| immaculately | oly Son, do but yield to my law 
true Situation in which Calvin has placed the} and justice, Lhe same amount ot suffering, even 
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the eternal torment due to the criminals whom | 
sou represent, [ will not only let them escape | 
iheir just sentence, but [ will exalt them to) 
unutterable and eternal bliss. For, although! 
they have become totally depraved, and have 
rendered themselves unable to do any goad 
thing, thou, my alinighty Son, art able, and 1! 
Know thou wilt be perfectly holy in their room| 
and stead. And I willteansfer thy holiness to! 
‘hein, and napute thy righteousness tu them, | 
and cousider it as theugch they were themselves | 
perfectly holy and righteous. And they shall | 
be taught, that dhe are thus considered holy, | 
because I have set to their account thy vighte-| 
ousness, though they are wholly depraved, 
They shall also know, that they ave the elec, 
and that | have loved them, because [ chose to. 
love them; not because they were any more | 
worthy of my love, than the non-elect. Vind) 
that 1 did not love the non-clect, because Ldid 
not choose to love them, though they were as 
worthy of my love as the elect. Phey shall be! 
taught, that it is only the weakness of human 
nature in them, that causes them to desire the 
future happiness even of a non-elect husband, 
or wife, child, brother, sister, or friend; and 
that in their glorified state, they shall be per- 
fectly delivered from such weakness ; and thy’ 
injunction to love all as them-elves, was only 
designed to be operative in this life, and will 
of course cease to be binding at their entrance. 
into that holy state. Some remains of such a 
disposition may indeed be found among the, 
nou-elect, beyond the grave. Lnstance the case’ 
of the rich man in hell, supplicating for the well- 
being of his brethren. 

Thisis Calvinism. Native, simpl!e,orthodox: 
Calvinism. And he who does not belteve and 
receive the doctrine thus, is not sound in the. 
faith. The writer was brought up in it, believ-. 
ed and advocated it for ten vears, while a mem-. 
ber ol the strictest Calvinistic Baptist church | 
in this city; whose pastor was the only preach-, 
er Who did not occasionally mix with their doc-| 
trine a little Wiminianism, and sometimes 
unwiitingly glance at the universal goodness’ 
and bene.olence of Deity. ‘Lhe writer was. 
indeed while a member there, sound in the 
faith. He believed it, becanse he was taught 
that the scriptures contained it. Tie dared not 
question it, lest “he should be found fighting 
against God.”? He trusts, that he is now able 
ty show from the divinely inspired word, from 
the book of nature also, that God is the All- 
wise, Almighty, and All-loving Creator and 
Father of all men. That he never said any 
one should die eternally, or suffer the pains of 
hell forever; or that any of the sinful and Sii:- 
ning children of men should escape the just 
and full measure of chastisement, that ought 
to be inflicted upon them. But he declares, 
that “ he will visit their transgressions with the 
rod, and their iniquities with stripes; but that 
he will not take away his loving kindness nor 
suffer his faithfulness to fail.” He never did 








gay, and it would be blasphemy to suppose, 
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that he could be pleased to witness, incon- 
ceivably great and awlul sufferings in any be- 
ing, where no relormation could be effected by 
it, either in the party suffering, er in those whe 
required the chastening rod, 

Now, Sir, | do not so much desire to per 
suade men to become Universalists, that they 
may be Known by that appellation, exclusively. 
it would however give me great pleasure, if f 
could so state the truth as tounmake Calvinists 
lit could persuade them to submit to the re 
prouch of trusting in the living God, as_ thi 
Saviour of all men, especially of them that hy 
livee s or of the elect, it they like the term better. 
It f could persuade them to believe, that Jesus 
Chitst came into the world to manifest to the 
world, the stupendous, the unchangeable lov 
of the Father, more fully and gloriously thar 
that love had ever been manifested before ; 


‘and that his elory consisted in that fulness of 


the grace orlove and truth of the Father, whic! 
shone resplendent! in all ie said, in all he did ; 
and that i was the dove of the Father that mo 
ved him to deliver up the Son to be the beare: 
of a messave of Love, that he knew would sub 
ject him to the shameful death of the cross :-- 
that the love of the Son moved him to delive: 
that message of love, at the mighty expense 
which can be estimated only in proportion a- 
we can realize the bitter malignity of his pe: 
secutors which followed him to the agonizing 
garden, his bloody sweat, and overwhelming 
sorrow there, in “anticipation of his dolorous 
and bloody death. A death, occasioned by the 
iniquitous and murderous dispositions and de 
siens of the men, to whom he bore this testi 
mony of love. As it Is written, ‘He was 
bruised for,” or by, on account of, their iniqul 
ties, and “the chastisemenut of their peace,” or 
the consequence of lis proclaiming their peace 
was upon him. The Father forsook him; or, 
in the words of Paul, “freely delivered him up 
forusall.” “Lhus we follow him to the accurs- 
ed tree, where we seem to see the mighty flame 
of love extinguished by the departure of his 
wondrous Spirit, from the immaculate human 
form, whose touch had raised the dead, whose 
look had penetrated the depth of the humau 
heart, the secrets of the soul; and whose word 


ihad healed the maladies both of the body and 


mine, 

But we will not dwell too long upon this 
wonderful exhibition of mingled love and grief. 
[t pleased the Father to put him to grief. We 
hasten to the sepulchre, that we may behold, 
on the ressurrection morn, the consummated 
elory of this wondrous visitation of Deity to 
man. We see him commanding death itself 
to subserve the purposes of his love, removing 
its hitherto impenetrative veil; bringing to 
light lifeand immortality by the triumphant re- 
surrection of Jesus, as the first fruits from the 
dead; the first born of every creature. There- 
by giving assurance or certainty to all men, 
that they shall partake with him of immortal- 
ity and glory; when all shall be made alive in 
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vey Ww ™ = e sdiedi in Adam ; 1 linea that Ww hich 
is sown in dishonor, shall be raised in glory. 
To be fully persuaded to accept this scriptural 
cestimon) of the love of God, I know, by ex- 
perie nee, will excite strong desires to be like 
him. Willenableus to trustand rejoice in him 
evermore ; and give confidence to pray unto 
him without doubting. WuIrNness. 
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wid and how pleasant ut is for brethren to 
i 


No sight is more lovely, than that of breth- 
ven living together in bonds of fraternal affec- 
tion, each striving to render the other happy. 
Hestitute of this filial love, and a due regard 
foreach others welfare, nothing is more Jamen- 
table to behold. Formed as we are for social 
life, without union we are miserable. How 
necessary then to cultivate those affections 
that possess a binding influeuce, and advance 
our felicity in this life. 

To unite men in the bonds of perfectness 
and peace, was the design of that gospel, which 


proclaiins peace on earth, and good will to men. | 


To gather together those, 
ated by feuds and animosities, did the Saviour 
of the worldlabor; for of him it was said, “and 
unto him shall the gathering of the people be.” 
Again, 
ends of the earth’? and again; it is the de- 
clared determination and purpose of God, “ to 
Christ.’ 
Love is that sacred cement, that will temper 


gather together in one all things 
mortar which binds men together as lively 
stones fitted and prepared for that building, 
that house not made with hands, eternal in the 
lieavens; by it we know by happy experience 
how good and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity. 

The partialities, and limited views and feel- 
ings which men indulge, require a word on 
the appellation brother—Men are called breth- 
ren who are connected by kindred affinity, de- 
scending from the same parents—bow beauti- 
ful it isto see brethren by the laws of con- 
sanguinity living together in love, seeking to 
render each other happy, and striving who best 
can aid and assist the other. 

Men are called brethren united in society 
relationship having one purpose, one end, and 
one design. ‘The prosperity of all societies is 


who had been separ- | 


“ Fle shall push them together from the | 


dependent on thet union of its members, and it 
is pleasant to see these brethren living togeth- 
er in unity. 

Men united in one system of religion hav- 
ing one faith and one hope, are called breth- 
ren. ‘These it is expected will live in the uni- 
ty of the spirit. This union is an evidence of 
their sincerity, and recommends their religion 
to the notice of others. Surely if those, whio 
profess to be children of God, and brethren, 
fall out by the way, and indulge in bitter al- 
tercation and strife, there can be nothing in 
their religion, that is to be desired, or worthy 
the attention of mankind. 
cannot rest upon them for that blessing can 


The blessing of God 


only dwell where unity in spirit is found, 
Thus tar we have traced those limited cir. 
cles in which relationship may be justly claim- 
pe- 
but there is a more 


ed and confined, and in which menina s 
cial sense are brethren ; 
enlarged and extended sense in which all men 
are brethren—being the descendants of one 


common parent. The prophet Malachi makes 





the inquiry—“ have we notall one Father, om 
inot one God created us”—the prophet adm 
iting the question as answered in the affirma- 
tive, expostulates with us saying, “ Why then 
do we deal treacherously every man with his 
‘brother profaning the covenant of the Lord.’ 
Jesus in teaching us to pray, directs to ad 
dress God by the endearing appellation of Gur 
Father in Heaven—and Pau! says we are the 
offspring of God. We are, then, al! brethren 
of the one great family, having one Father even 
God. Heirs of the divine promise—objects of 
God’s unchanging love and saving mercy, 
whose duty itis to love one anotherand to live 
together in the unity of the spirit. Could we 
all feel this fraternal love, being sensible that 
we are brethren who shail enjoy in 
the blessings 
then would wars’cease from the ends of the 


common 
of immortality and eternal life, 


earth, wrath, strife and contention weuld be 
known no more, prejudice and bigotry would 
fiyto the shades of darkness in which they 
originated and be lost for ever—And we 
should know by happy experience how good 
and how pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity. Happy is the man engaged 
in this glorious work. May all the protessed 
ministers of Christ strive to ‘deserve 
sing by cultivating brotherly love, peace and 
good will rather than exciting those prejudices 
that are productive of jealousy and gtrite. 


this bles- 
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FROM THE GAZETTEER. 


“7 tell you, I tell you, my friends, I tell you 
again, that an old error is better than a new 
truth.” This expression is said to have been 
uttered hy a preacher, who was zealously en- 
gaged to enforce upon his audience, the doc- 
trines of the old school, and no doubt but he 
could vociferate high church forever with much 
energy, and tell you in a very pompous man- 
ner of the rank and dignity of his ancestors, 
and of the necessity of adhering to the same 
faith. But, [ tell you, the idea is not a new 
one. An old error was said to be better than 
a new truth near eighteen hundred years old ; 
notindeed in the same identical expressions, 
but substantially of the same signification. It 
was this doctrine that influenced the Jews to 
demand the release of the turbulent Barabbas, 
who had made insurrection and committed 
murder, and that Jesus who was an innocent 
person should be crucified. Jesus had uttered 
soine truths which they considered to be new, | 
and they condemned him. And ma ny righte- 





gus persons have been condemned since for 
speaking truths that have not been agreeable to 
those who think an old error is prefer: ible.— 

What but this extraordinary attachment to old 





ties which have been inflicted upon innocent 
persons, by religious zealots in all ages of the 
world.  ‘Lhose whose interest Is built u pon! y 


- oak meg th} ? j | ld » » | 7 
dua prometed Vy Gia errors, are a Ways On thie | 


‘ 
alert to suppress every kind of innovation up-| 
on their favorite hy vpothes is—and whenever 
they car excite the multitude, by representing | 
ihe chur h to be in danger they can all join 1 1 | 
the shoutout “ creatis Diana of the E phesians.”” 
Fisee who cry out m ystery! mystery ! and | 
ifsist Upon an adherence to old errors » gene-| 
rally have some darling tnterest of their own in 
the buttom. By ke eping people in ignerance 
of the truth, and imposing the dogmas of their | 
irrational tenets as matters of faith, their aw | 
or andizement is secured , though it be at the 
expr euce of many a poor soul whose mortal | 
interest is sacrificed upon their altars. But | 
will contradict the preacher and declare that 
anew truth ts better than all the old or the 
new errors that ever existed. 

Religious intolerance is the greatest error 
that ever crept into the heads of men. It has 
produced as much inhumanity, if not more, 
than any other depravity of the human mind. 
It has always been an enemy to new truth even 
when it is clearly sanctioned by reason or re- 
velation. I have read of a woman, whose hus- 
band having adopted a new truth, reformed his 
habits from drunkenness to sobriety, yet her 
indignation was so excited against ‘this new 
truth that she declared she had rather see him 
continue in his old error of intoxication than 
to profess a religion that was deemed a new 
one. Anew truth is better than an old error, 
Jet the preacher say what he will. Itis better 
to be a sober man than a drunkard let the wo- 
man say what she please. That religion which 








makes a person evod, is certainly a good one, 
The promulgation of what is called new truth, 
from the days of Moses to the present time, 
has met with opposition from those whose at- 
tachment is rivetted to old errors. But truth, 
though sometimes slow in its progress, always 
“bears away the victory,’ and its votaries 
eventually triumph over the votarnes of error, 

[ am aware that ambitious persons have en- 
deavored to impose upon mankind, by presen- 
ting for their acceptance something that has 
the appearance of new truth; but which i in re- 
ality is nothing more than a new error; and a 
new error isno betterthanan old one. ‘That 
there is such a thing as truth is certain—that 
it is not difficult to come to the knowledge of 
it, so far as is necessary for us—is equally 
clear. Truth is simple 1 in itself. “The mind 
when divested of old errors and prejudices be- 
comes qualified to perceive simple truth. Sim- 
ple truth is the foundation of learning. Com- 
plex truth, or that truth which existsin a mul- 
titude of parts, is nothing more than a multi- 
tude of simple truths. ‘The mind perceives 
one truth and retains it—it perceives another 
and retains itin like manner—Hence its pos- 
session of a multitude oftruth AMBOY. 

a 

The following interesting corre spondence, fromm the 

‘Universalist Magazine,” between SALMON Dutton, 
sq. of Cavendish. Vt. and Rev. Hosea BaLLov, ot 
Bo: ton, Will, we fee l confident. be ac: epilable to ot 


; 


leaders. —(rospel . ldvocatle, 
i Rev. Llosrea Baritor, 
Sir—My grand father, Salmon Dictton, esq. 


ot Cav endish, Vt. not bein x able to write him- 


self, has requested me to write the following 
letter to you which L have penned verbatim 


‘from his own lips. 
A. Wreever, Jr. 
Cavendish, May 7, 1824. 

Dear Brother—These are to inform you ot 
the present situation of my body and mind. t 
have not en oye “la well day since J saw you in 
Mr. Bowen’s office, about the 24th or 25th of 
September, 1822, which was caused by my ta- 
king a bad cold the day after convention, on 
my way to Boston. Ihave experienced but 
little pain during my sickness, and my mind 
has been very calm and clear, and my judg- 
ment and memory remain unatnpaired. By a 
long and happy experience, I find the senti- 
ment L embraced more than forty years ago, 
which was in the meridian of my life, (being 
now in my eighty- -first year,) to be a good sen- 
timent to live by, as it is a faith w hich works 
by love, and purifies the heart, and causes the 
subject to put his trust in God. Which senti-- 
ment I obtained by a persevering and prayer- 
ful search of the scriptures; which I was in- 
duced to, by the different and contradictory 
systems that were taught in the world. It 
was my heart’s desire and prayer to God, that 
the truth might be made clear to my under- 
standing. This was all previous to my having 
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anv human aid. I think that the writings of 
Shippe ‘Townsend of Boston, and a book writ- 
ten by James Relly, were among the first on 
the subject which | read, and which preved ve- 
ry instructive to my mind. I think it was not 
many years afterwards when I formed an ac- 
quaintance with yourself—and in at short time 
our acquaintance became very intimate, and 
from your preaching and private conversation, 
Thave received much instruction and edifica- 
tion. Iam constrained to make mention of 
this, from sincere and humble gratitude to 
God, for so great favors bestowed on me, thro’ 
your instrumentality. L find it is not only a 
cood principle to live by, but also, to die by, 
as it has been a great source of comfort in my 
old age, and bed of sickness—my meditations 
have been sweet and comfortable, free from 
any fearful apprehensions of an hereafter. 

L view myself now, very near my end, and 
if L could receive a consolatory letter from you 
before | depart, informing me of your health 
and enjoyment, and such other matter as you 
may think proper, it would be very gratefully 
received. 

If it should be considered, that the substance 
of this letter, should be worthy a place in your 
Magazine, it is my desire, that it may be in- 
serted soon, or in the fifth volume of the same. 

This letter being written verbatim from my 
own words, | wish to have it read in the same 
way aud manner, as though L had written it 
And so IT remain your sincere and 

SALMON DUTTON, 
a 
REPLY. 
bosrox, May 11, 1824. 
Venerable Sir and Dear Brother, 

[return you my sincere thanks for your 
favor of the 7thinst. Although it gives me to 
understand that there is no probability of my 
ever having the satisfaction of seeing you aoain 
in this transitory world, yet it presents me with 
your dying testimony in honor of that blessed 
faith, which you long since sought and found, 
and which you have ever esteemed as a most 
precious treasure. 

The opposers of this faith have often said, 
that it would do to live by, but that it would 
fail of giving consolation in death.—You, dear 
brother, are enabled to assure your friends and 
the world, that the doctrine which embraces 
the whole human family, as heirs of immortali- 
tv and eternal life, which are brought to light 
through the gospel, has been a constant source 
of comfort in life, and ts now at its close the 
stat on which you recline in peace. As you 
have been enabled to defend the truth by vour 
life and conversation in the world, and also by 
several valuable publications, so it seems to be 
the will of God, that you should add your dying 
testimony to all your past eitorts to defend and 
support the truth—TPhanks be to God fer his 
goodness. 

Brother Dutton, should this reach you while 
living, be assured that I feel desirous of pre- 


Invsel {. 
loving brother, 





senting you with my dying testimony in ac- 
cordance and in unison with your own; for 
though L may have years yet to live in this 
world, yet this communication is no doubt, my 
last to you; and, in a sense, is the same as if 
it were my last to the world. We have tra- 
velled in mind in great harmony; we have 
seen wonders wrought in advancing our pre- 
cious faith, and we have reason to rejoice with 
suitable triumph in the name of Him to whom 
every knee shall bow, and whom every tongue 
shall confess to be Lord, to the glory of God, 
the Father. 

My health which was much reduced in con- 
sequence of a greater pressure of bu siness, and 
more incessant labor, after | came to this city, 
than even a good natural constitution was able 
to sustain without damage, has been, on the 
whole, improving for more than two years, and 
is now better than ithas been for several years 
past. I have likewise the satisfaction of wit- 
nessing a truly wonderful increase of rational 
religion and liberal principles. Even Ortho- 
doxy itself begins to borrow some features froin 
liberal sentiments, not only to hide some of 
her native defects, but that she may attract 
attention by charms which are not her own. 
You, my venerable father in Israel, can, with 
the fullest confidence say, as did Simeon of 
old, when in his withered arms he held the 
blessed Saviour. “ Now lettest thou thy ser- 
vant depart in peace, according to thy word ; 
for mine eyes have seen thy salvation, which 
thou hast prepared before the face of all peo- 
ple; a light to lighten the Gentiles, and the 
glory of thy people Israel?’ So may it please 
God, that your last moments may be as tran- 
quil as the unruffled lake, when the soft beams 
of the setting sun are reflected fron: its bosom, 
and Jeave a promise of a glorious morning to 
Yours affectionately, 

HOSEA BALLOU, 
ovsetiliiaails 
FROM THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
ORIGINAL ANECDOTE. 

A certain methodist preacher, declaiming 
before an audience one evening, Where he knew 
there were a number of Universalists present, 
was very positive in asserting that “ Univer. 
salism led toall manner of iniquity.” He sta- 
ted that for above fifteen vears he had been a 
zealous Universalist, &c. As is usual with 
that class of people, after he had concluded his 
harangue, he gave liberty for others to speak ; 
wheua venerable, well instructed Universalist 
arose, and addressing the speaker, inquired, if 
he spoke from experience when he said Univer- 
salism led to all manner of iniquity 2? Did it 
lead you to commit all manner of crimes? If 
it did, how came you in thé pulpit and not in 
the State’s prison? Why, said the prescher, 
soinething disconcerted, it is true L was he 
worse than the pencrality of men, but the rea- 
son of it was, that while | contended four the 
truth of that system, I did not really believe it. 
I knew then as weil as 1 now da, taat it «az 
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alla lie—And yet, says the old man, you stated 
that for fifteen years you had been a Universa- 
list? Out of thine own mouth will I condemn 
thee. You have proved that you area liar 
now, and that you was a hypocrite then. And 
since you are guilty of such iniquity and never 
believed in Universalism, it is plain that as faz 
as doctrines had any effect to lead you to hi- 
centiousness, Methodism, in which you then 
believed,and now preach,and not Universalism, 
made youahypocriteand a liar. [advise you 
sir, not to preach again, until you have embra- 
ced some other system which shall correct such 
iniquity as your doctrine has led you into. 
sialic 
SYMPATHY. 

How sweet is the exercise of social affec- 
tions; they are balm, which, mingled in the 
bitter cup of grief, allays its harshness and 
subdues its venom. No human being can be 
perfectly miserable so long as he can enjoy the 
sympathy of one kindred soul; and even when 
that is denied, the christian knows there is an 
ear open to the sorrowfal sighings of every 
afliicted heart. 

a ee 

Wo unto him that buildeth his house by 

unrighteousness, and his chambers by wrong. 


—_—_— — 
“BE A\ Garey ba <7 
WHAT [S TIME: 
I ask’d an aged man, a man of cares, 
Wrinkled and curved, and white with hoary hairs, 


‘¢ Time is the warp of life,” he said—** O te! 
The young, the fair, the gay, to weaveit well. 
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T asked the ancient venerable dead, 

Sages who wrote and warriors who bled: 

From the cold grave, a hollow murmur flow’d, 
‘¢ Time sow'd the seeds we reap in this abode.” 


{ ask'd a dying sinner, ere the stroke 

Mfruthless death, life's golden bow] had broke. 
task d him what is time—** lime,” he replied 
** ve Jost it! ah, the treasure ;” and he died: 


I ask d the golden sun and silver spheres. 

Those bright chronometers of days and years, 
VYhey answer'd, * Time is but a meteor’s glare,” 
And bade me for eternity prepare. 


{ ask’d the seasons in their aynual round, 
Which beautify or desolate the ground ; 

And they replied, (no oracle more wise) 

*¢ Tis folly’s blank and wisdom’s highest prize.” 
i ask da spirit lost, but O the shrick 

That pierced my soul! I shudder while I speak ; 
It cried, **a particle! a speck, a mite : 

Of endless years, duration infinite {” 


Of things inanimate, my dial I 

Consulted, and zt made me this reply— 
** ‘line is the season fair of living well, 
The path to glory, or the path to hell.” 


J ask’d the Bible, and methinks ¢¢ said, 

** Time is the present hour, the past is fled; 
Live—live to day! to-morrow never yet 
On any human being rose or set.” 


— 





a No sorrows can intrude, 


THE TEAR OF GRATITUDE. 


THERE isa gem more pearly bright, 
More dearto Mercy s eye, 

Than love’s sweet star, whose mellow lig! 
First cheers the evening sky ; 

And liquid pearl, that glitters where 





A richer gem than monarch’s wear, 
The Tear of Gratitude. 


But ne’er shall narrow love of sett 
Invite this tribute forth, 

Nor can the sordid slave of pelt 
Appreciate its worth ; 

But ye who sooth the widow's wo, 
And give the orphan food, 

For you this liquid pearl shall flow, 
‘The ‘Tear of Gratitude. 

Ye who but slake an infant's thirst, 
In Heavenly Mercy’s name, 

Or proffer Penury a crust, 
The sweet reward may claim, 

‘¢ Then while you rove life’s sunny bauk 
With sweetest flow’rets strew ‘A, 

still may you claim the widow's thanks 
The orphan’s Gratitude.” 

—" 


PERSECUTION, 


ABSURD and vain att: mpt: to bind 
With Tron chains, the freeborn mind ; 
claim 


rr . ° . 
lo force conviction, end rr 


The wand ring, by destructive flame 


Bold arrogance, to snatch froin heaver 
Dominion not to mortals given! 

O’er conscience to usurp the throne, 
Accountable to God alone ! 


Mad zeal! that fills the world with wo 
That hurls down kingdoms at a blow! 
That wakens vengeance to devour 
The foes of antichristian power! 


Jesus, thy gentle law of love 

Does no such « rpelties approve , 
Mild as thyself, thy doctrine wield: 
No arms, but w hat persuasion yield 


By proofs divine and reason strong, 
It draws 


And conquests to thy church acquir 


the willing soul alonsa 


, 
By eloquence, which tleaven jlaspire S. 


0 happy, who are thus compell’d 
To the rich feast, by Jesus held! 


May we this blessing know, and prize 




















The light which liberty supplies. ScorTr. 
= ee teed 
NOTICE. 
The second of number of the Ruratr REPOSITORY 


will be published next Saturday, and be continued re- 
gularly every other week, at One Dollar per annum— 
those who wish to subscribe for this paper will please to 
call or send their names to Wittram B. STODPARD, 
at A. Stropparp’s Book-Store, Hudson. | 
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